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Dr Michael Hwang received his legal education at Oxford University (both at undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels) where he was a College Scholar and Prizewinner.  He then took up a teaching appointment at the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Sydney before returning to Singapore to commence private practice in 1968 with 
Allen & Gledhill, where he served as a partner for more than 30 years. 
 
In 1991 Dr Hwang was appointed a Judicial Commissioner of the Supreme Court (a full time post equivalent to 
the office of a contract High Court Judge) for a fixed term which expired at the end of 1992.  During his term of 
office, Dr Hwang dealt with a full caseload across the whole range of civil litigation.  15 of his judgments are 
reported in the Singapore Law Reports, and several of these have been referred to with approval by other courts 
and academic commentators.  He returned to private practice at the beginning of 1993 as Head of Litigation at 
Allen & Gledhill (currently Singapore’s largest law practice). 
 
Over the span of his career, he has specialized in financial and commercial transactions, both as a litigator and 
transactional lawyer as well as an arbitrator.  His areas of practice have included banking and other financial 
transactions, real property and intellectual property, insolvency, company law, mergers and acquisitions, and joint 
ventures and general commercial law. 
  
In 1997 Dr Hwang was appointed one of the first 12 Senior Counsel (“S.C.”) of the Supreme Court of Singapore 
(an appointment equivalent to that of Queen's Counsel in England). 
 
In 1999 he served as a Visiting Professor to the National University of Singapore teaching advocacy and 
commercial arbitration and between 2005 and 2013 as an Adjunct Professor at the same University. 
 
In 2003, he established an independent boutique practice as a Barrister and Chartered Arbitrator. 
From 2000 to 2003 Dr Hwang served as a Commissioner of the United Nations Compensation Commission 
(“UNCC”) based in Geneva, a body set up under the Security Council to adjudicate upon claims against Iraq 
arising from the Gulf War. Between 2004 and 2013, he served as Singapore’s Non-Resident Ambassador to 
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Switzerland. 
 
Between 2008 and 2010, he served as the President of the Law Society of Singapore, having served as its Vice 
President in 2007. 
 
In 2009 he was appointed as a member of the Special Judicial Tribunal to oversee the Restructuring of Dubai 
World and its Subsidiaries. 
 
In 2010, he was appointed the Chief Justice of the Courts of the Dubai International Financial Centre ( 
“DIFC”), having served as Deputy Chief Justice since 2005. In 2014, he was appointed as Head of the Dispute 
Resolution Authority of the DIFC, having jurisdiction over all forms of dispute resolution in the DIFC 
 
In 2014 he was conferred an Honorary Doctor of Laws (LLD) degree by the University of Sydney. 
 
His arbitration appointments (present and past) include being :- 
 
* a Vice Chairman of the International Court of Arbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce 

(“ICC”) in Paris, and Co – Chair of ICC Asia. 
 
* a Vice Chair of the Arbitration Committee of the International Bar Association (“IBA”) 
 
* a Vice President and Governing Board Member of the International Council for Commercial 

Arbitration (“ICCA”). 
 
* a Court Member of the London Court of International Arbitration (“LCIA”) 
 
* a Council Member of the International Council of Arbitration for Sport  (“ICAS”) 
 

* a Trustee of the Dubai International Arbitration Centre (“DIAC”) 
 
* a Board Member of the Swiss Arbitration Association (“ASA”) 
 
* a Chartered Arbitrator 
  
* a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators  (“CIArb”). 
 
* a Fellow of the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (“SIArb”). 
 
* an Accredited Arbitrator of over 20 international and national arbitration centres. 
 
* an Accredited Mediator and Evaluator of the Singapore Mediation Centre (“SMC”) 
 
* an Accredited Mediator of the Singapore International Mediation Centre (“SIMC”) 
 
* a Council Member of the Singapore Institute of Arbitrators (“SIArb”) 
  
* a Member of the Advisory Council of the Singapore International Arbitration Centre (‘SIAC’). 
 
* the Singapore Correspondent for the Kluwer Arbitration website. 



 

 

 
* a Member of the Editorial Board of “Global Arbitration Review” (“GAR”) 
 
* an Associate Editor for “Transnational Dispute Management” (“TDM”) 
 
* a Member of the Executive Committee of the Institute of Transnational Arbitration at Dallas (“ITA”). 
 
* a Member of the IBA Working Party on “Guidelines on Conflicts  of  Interest in International 

Arbitration” (2001-2004) 
 

*            a Member of the Editorial Board of “Journal of International Arbitration” 
 
* a Member of the Advisory Board of the “Yearbook on International Investment Law and Policy” 

(Columbia Law School)  
 
* a Board member of the Swiss Arbitration Association ( “ASA”) 
 
* a member of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (“PCA”) 
 
He has received specialist training in both domestic and international arbitration (as well as mediation), and has 
lectured and written extensively on international arbitration.  He is active in international arbitrations under ICC, 
UNCITRAL, HKIAC, LCIA, AAA / ICDR, SIAC, CIETAC, DIAC, ICSID, KLRCA, SCC, Swiss and BANI 
Rules. He is also an experienced mediator, both in domestic and international disputes. 

 


